The Coining of the Portuguese

volume of Brace's Travels we learn that Infit
he described all the ports and princes of India?
with the temper and disposition of the latter,
and asserted that the country was populous and
full of rich and powerful cities. He also, accord-
ing to Bruce, asserted that the Cape of Good
Hope was well known in India, and appended to
his letter a Moorish map of the Cape and its
cities.* Covilham is of course of no value as evi-
dence for the condition of India at the time of
his visit, owing to the fact that his journal has
been lost; but he has been mentioned at this
length partly because he was a real traveller,
but mainly because the history of his journey
shows conclusively that the expedition of Vasco
da Gama was by no means such a venture of
faith as that of Columbus. Covilham deserves
far more of the credit for the discovery of an
ocean route to India than has been apportioned
him by posterity.

"When the Portuguese/' says Sir George
Birdwood, " at last, rounding the Cape of
Good Hope, burst into the Indian Ocean like a
pack of hungry wolves upon a well-stocked
sheep-walk, they found a peaceful and prosper-
ous commerce, that had been elaborated during
3,000 years by the Phoenicians and Arabs, being
carried on along all its shores."t A few short

*Dr Vincent (Periplus, p. 197) ridicules the idea of this " Moorish **
map of the South of Africa.
t Report on the Old Records, etc., p. 165.
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